
SPI: Software in the Public 
Interest

SFC: Software Freedom 
Conservancy

OSC: Open Source Collective FSSN: Free Software Support 
Network

https://www.spi-inc.org/ https://sfconservancy.org/ https://oscollective.org/ http://www.freesoftwaresupp
ort.org/

Overhead 5% + transaction fees (e.g., credit 
card)

10% (probably transaction fees) 10% + transaction fees Not specified

Policies of note Requires US or Canadian currency 
for checks

Requires previous 2 meetings 
and substantial project 
membership

No policies on website, 
nothing about application 
besides need to email

Services • Financial sponsorship
• Asset stewardship (physical or 

intangible), required over 
$300

• Contract signing
• Legal assistance at discretion 

of the board
• Technical services at 

discretion of the board

• Financial sponsorship
• Asset stewardship (physical or 

intangible), choice
• Contract negotiation and 

signing
• Basic legal services (e.g., 

trademark & copyright 
registration, enforcement)

• Tools for fundraising
• Mentorship
• Online voting software

• Really vague on services 
offered but it seems to be 
basic fiscal sponsorship

• Financial sponsorship
• Asset stewardship (physical 

or intangible), choice
• Contract negotiation and 

signing
• Legal assistance (e.g., 

licensing, negotiations, 
http://softwarefreedom.or
g/services/)

• Technical services if 
needed

• Election/voting services

Travel 
reimbursement

Uses US gov’t rules for rates and 
reimbursement (gsa.org and 
state.gov)

Note • Open MPI uses this • Quite a few projects use this • Only diaspora?



• Free software foundation: does not appear to provide financial 
sponsorship for projects (fsf.org)
• Apache Software Foundation: does not appear to provide financial 

sponsorship for independent projects (apache.org)
• https://opensource.com/article/19/1/fiscal-sponsors-open-source
• https://lwn.net/Articles/548542/ (good article)
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiscal_sponsorship

https://opensource.com/article/19/1/fiscal-sponsors-open-source
https://lwn.net/Articles/548542/

